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Sun City Softball Player on Honor
Flightfiby Irene Douglass

Lincoln Hillds
Vincenzi has heard other players
cheer: ovVern,
he gets a hit. Vern is the oldest player
and manager in the Sun City Senior
Softball league. In early April, he
joined a group of men he considers to

be real heroes, other WWII veterans on

a trip to Washington D.C. to visit the
memorial built in their honor. Thirty
Northern California Veterans boarded
a flight at SFO accompanied by an
honor guard of four men carrying the
U.S. flag. Excited rose as the group
was escorted through security. The

accompanying guardians handled their

luggage, as they found their seats in
the section of the aircraft reserved for
them. The elderly veterans and fifteen
volunteer guardians settled in for the
flight across the country. Most had
applied a year ago, and the trip of a
lifetime was underway.

Vern sat with two kindred spirits who

soft
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Needed: Staff Help

LMMAR needs volunteers to help keep LMMAR going. We particu-
larly need a secretary and a newsletter editor.

If you think you can help please contact:
Norm Dhom, Membership Chaid (408) 732-2742
Jerry Vaughan, Treasurey (408) 985-2708

became instant friends. They mar- dr eam. The Honor
veled at their welcome in Washington, Youd6 t o those men
Db o IWpen a fire trucle< rraceq/dgvyn r'%he the freedoms we enjoy. Korean War
runway and Siudthe arriving’'veter- ~veterans are also eligible for the Honor
ar&srwiéh ar%trearrhof v¥ater, Insidﬁ tgen Flights and when all those older veter-
terminal, a trowd b neaﬂyc{wo\ﬁun— ans have traveled, plans are to take
dred greeted the arrivals, some carry-  the Viet Nam Veterans to visit their

ing signs of thanks, including a three memorial, too.

years old toddler. That night, they were
welcomed at a dinner where each vet-
eran modestly told of his war experi-
ences. The sharing of their stories fur-
ther cemented their newfound friend-

ship.

O
D.

The Honor Flight was the idea of Ohio
physician Earl Morse. Several of his
patients spoke of the newly completed
WWII Memorial but could not afford
the time or resources to make the trip.
Dr. Morse spoke to an aero club and
outlined his idea for the program. He
had two major stipulations. The first
was that the vets pay nothing. The sec-
ond was that the pilots personally es-
cort the veterans around D.C. for the
entire day. After the meeting, eleven
pilots sfepped up td volurdeerj and
Honbre-ligitsowaoborn. FThei figstHlighd s
was in May 2005 with six small planes
from Springfield, Ohio taking twelve
WWII vets to Washington D.C. Now
the Honor Flight Network is across the
nation and to date has escorted over
100,000 veterans on this trip. Com-

The Honor Flight, Inc., is dedicated to
assuring that every veteran who wants
to visit the Memorial is given the op-
portunity to fly to Washington D.C.
without cost. Honor Flights pay for the
flight, their food, and hotel rooms for
thethree-day whi r |l wi nd
of the Essenceod is
motto, and with the demise of approxi-
mately 800 WWII veterans per day,
their goal is to fly every veteran who
choses to make the flight to Washing-
ton D. C. the opportunity to fulfill his

wh o
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mercial jets now transport veterans,
and instead of pilots for guides, volun-
teer guardians accompany the travel-
ers. The guardians also push wheel-
chairs, handle the luggage, and assist
in case of emergency. Three volunteer
on this flight included a grandfather,

his son and grandson.

al |

Saturdayds day
or stops at nineteen monuments. At
midday, they arrived at the WWII Me-
morial, completed in 1993. They
walked around the vast memorial,
awed by the magnificence of the airy
structure, placed between the Wash-
ington Monument and the Lincoln Me-
morial to reflect the importance of
WWII in preserving and internationaliz-
ing democratic ideals won under
George Washington and defended un-
der Abraham Lincoln. This memorial

- : ~ Wwas trained.tq fin
A ja
continues merlcao'}‘ﬁvr%qu %fs

for freedom and individual rights.
The WWI I

president s memor.i
and Pacific pavilions symbolize a war
fought across two oceans. Inscriptions
on the pavilions fountains mark key
battles of the war. The Freedom
Wall ds 4000 gol d s
the more than 400,000 Americans

who gave their lives in the war. During
WWII, families often flew a flag with a
single blue star in the center to signify

During the time between stops, a vid-
eo on the bus played showing how
their memorial was built using 360
tons of granite to make the 56 pillars,
one for each state and territory of the
United States and the District of Co-
lumbia, the pavilions and sidewalks.
The veterans enjoyed their box lunch
between stops, planned by the hosts
so every minute counted and they saw
as much as possible during this long
but memorable day. That night they
enjoyed a buffet dinner and more sto-
ries, and had a wonderful new one to
add to their memories.

Back in San Francisco, the crowd to
welcome them home had been assem-
bling for an hour before the arrival of
their flight. The Patriot Guard Riders
with a dozen men carrying flags swiftly
fell into place when someone called
out: O6theyo6ve | and

Riders meet all the Honor Flights both 1

ort departure anal arfival th Bvdshivgt s
ton, and again at their home destina-
tion.

The Patriot Guard?o
oOoto ensure dignity
morial services honoring Fallen Mili-
tary Heroes, First Responders and Hon
orably Discharged
Patriot Guard Riders ride motorcycles
but riding a bike
membership. Two Patriot Guards had
their service dogs with them. One dog
vpterans spfferng
. oShe ¢
group of men and find the one who

Memori al 0naBi PT&DS6aHeropan
to the reflecting pond between the two

c

ONi ner rides in th

they had a son away fighting the war. | .
I f the flagds bluel @I &Y CWwgs© Qﬁﬁayg&
me, petting IS 0

with a gold star, the neighbors knew
the family had suffered another casu-
alty of the war.

ed a Wounded Warrior from the San
Jose airport to his home in Santa Cruz
| ast weekend, 6 he
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with the satisfaction of the honor their
escort service showed to the wounded
soldier.

Another group waiting to welcome the
veterans was a motherdaughter com-
munity service organization from San
Mateo, all clad in pink hoodies. Family
members waited patiently, a reminder
of the welcome they received half a
century earlier.

Anot her
at the

announcement s
gate. 6 As we wa

men carrying flags unfurled them,
pointing the banners at a precise, prac-
ticed angle toward the sky. The girls

Many
homemade signs lined up facing the

Veterans. o

argvaldobr. necessary to

A buzz of conversation from the group
of Patriot Guard Riders and cheers
%n out as,a popular vteteran arrived.

cith Blh&kbySvas whlitkSowrfin this

roup for his work in Iraq and Afghani-
&in Where rhé)s(arq‘re]d Bb§ Scout and
Girl Scout troops, which now number
more than 150, 000 memb
not here for any recog
tested. 0l 6m here to
Blackey joined the waiting crowd.

Finally, the veterans came through the
door. First were those in wheelchairs,
then Vern walked through the door,
tired but ecstatic.

eTbedecap wasm
t Raasédl Hi kérr
gyveiNi het . us Wei
met the volunteer guardians, and

s rhciantinuled %n réage3

told me,
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some of his new friends.

OHoward was even
and marched in the Peace Parade in
1946 when | did, 6
meet someone who had shared the
same moments of history half a world
away and half a century later was a
small miracle.

a

Vern De Vincenzi was among the
young men who could hardly wait to
be old enough to join the service. Pat-
riotism was at an all time high, and he
wanted to do his part for his country.
He graduated from high school in
June 1944. By September when the
family farmbs crop
harvest, Vern joined the Navy when he
persuaded his mother to sign his pa-
pers. He was 17 years old. His grand-
mother made the sign of the cross on
his chest, and dec
be wounded in the
were answered and he returned from
the Pacific after the Invasion of Okina-
wa without any battle wounds. He was
discharged in 1946 at Camp Shoe-
maker in Livermore, and hitch hiked
the rest of the way home to Alvarado,
California. The Honor Flight and trib-
ute of appreciation more than made
up for the lack of fanfare in his home-
coming when the war ended.

Thirty elderly Northern California vet-
erans who met as strangers shared
three amazing days
capital, bonded through shared experi-
ences, and returned as friends. The
Honor Flight has added thirty names

to their list of completed travel. To
those who accepted their generosity,
their reply is:
vice to our countr

Contributions to Honor Flights, Inc.
may be sent to:
Honor Flights, Inc.

300 East Auburn Ave.
Auburn, OH. 455054703

To receive information on returning
veterans & flight dates:

oT

website: Patriot Guard Riders Inc.com

Thos rgotowlipéhe 'ng§ Ié %?at'f or

0Standi for

Us 6

Pongligns ¢ag Re &M% h i n a

Patriot Guard Riders, Inc.

ng

Vern excl. ai med.
c/o Tatum & Associates, Inc.

6641 E. 85th Street North
Owasso, OK 74055

Anatomy of an FA18 going down

Incredible photos from recent acci-
dent in Canada ( Lethbridge ). Check
out the sequence of the canopy leav-
ing the scene, the pilot in his rocket
powered seat coming out, the para-
chute opening sequence, and the
Sepalagetl seat faling &way? Moden
technology at its best. All of this hap-
pened in about two seconds from
canopy off to the fireball.

Cheek oy all thg smoke Fqmythe , ¢
§EGPY racket MO+ pr oay
J—

There he goes ! So that's what the
i I
Stri'pﬁd h?ngl%dlo?s. nationd
The left engine has the nozzle fully
open, showing that #1 engine was

developing no power.
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'G' forces produced by the solid rocket

They burn for about 2/10 ths of a sec-
ond . .enough time to propel him at
least 60 feet clear of the aircraft. Hello-
va ride.

T Bne millisecond from eternity for a
beautiful FA18.

—

T
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Check out the nowunoccupied ejection
seat following the aircraft to glory.

v €he momentofimpact photo shows
e flame shooting out of the left engine . .
its 'last gasp'.

S

The white thing is the seatstabilizing
drogue chute. Notice the pilot's head
pinned to his chest from the severe

The pilot will be downing his first of sev-
eral shots within the hour, soon as his
(Continued on paget)
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hands stop shaking.
And the pilot lived happily ever after . .

Wrecking crews demolish iconic 'Blue
Cube’

Becky Bach
bbach@mercurynews.com
Posted: 04/16/2014 05:25:05 PM

SUNNYVALEIn a stealthy operation
sometime either Tuesday evening or
Wednesday morning--crews wouldn't
say exactly when--workers started
smashing the slabs of the former Oni-
zuka Air Force Station's "Blue Cube" in
a fitting end to a secretive Cold War
icon that tracked Soviet satellites for

decades.

"I wish | could tell you more," said Ken
Murray, superintendent with contractor
C.W. Driver. But he couldn't, or would-
n't.

The Onizuka station was shuttered in
2011, a victim of the fifth round of
military base closures, with some of its
remaining operations transferred to
Vandenberg Air Force Base in South-
ern California. The ceremony marking
its closure featured a color guard, a
brass band and remarks from a top
general, local officials and the widow
of the base's namesake before dozens
of onlookers.

But no one besides demolition crews
attended this week's major disman-
tling of the landmark structure, though
a few former employees tried. On
Wednesday amid cranes and excava-
tors were piles of rubble surrounding
what was left of the cube, whose dis-
tinctive light blue tiles already had

been partially removed.

Although huge chunks of what is for-
mally known on the former base as
simply Building 1003 were demol-
ished this week, Murray said taking
down the structure began in Septem-
ber with the removal of hazardous ma-
terials. Twenty buildings at the former
station near the intersection of high-
ways 101 and 237 in Sunnyvale have
already been demolished, he said.

For decades, the Blue Cube housed
the Air Force's operations center for
reconnaissance satellites as well as
space missions, including the Discov-
ery space shuttle in 1985. So secretive
was its work that in 1968, even the
vice president of the United States,
Hubert Humphrey, was initially denied
entry to the facility.

In the 2010 base closure ceremony,
Lt. Gen. John Sheridan said he could
still not talk about much of what went
on within the Blue Cube.

"What | can tell you is that the opera-
tions conducted by the NRO, or Nation-
al Reconnaissance Office, from this
site have made our nation a tremen-
dously safer place to be," Sheridan
said.

Originally known as the Air Force Sat-
ellite Test Center, the station was re-
named after astronaut Ellison Onizuka,
who died in the Challenger shuttle ex-
plosion in 1986.

The bulk of the 19acre site is slated
for a 50,000-squarefoot education
center operated by the FoothilDe An-
za Community College District. The
district plans to relocate some of the
facilities at the leased Middlefield
Campus in Palo Alto to offer tech
focused programs in 2016, Foothill
officials have said.

District Chancellor Linda Thor said the
renovated site will be "very respectful”
of the Blue Cube's historical signifi-
cance.

"The architect paid homage to the
Blue Cube by making the architecture
reminiscent in shape and color," Thor
said.
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The center will retain the memorial to
astronaut Onizuka and incorporate the
structure's welkknown blue tiles into a
pathway.

The city of Sunnyvale, the Department
of Veterans Affairs and two low
income housing developers also se-
cured portions of the former base.

The city plans to swap the site of Fire
Station No. 5 at the intersection of
Mathilda Avenue and Innovation Way
with the Jay Paul Co. in exchange for a
2-acre site nearby on Borregas Avenue
to build a public safety training center
and fire station, said Hanson Hom,
Sunnyvale community development
director.

The VA intends to retrofit an existing
building for office space. It also of-
fered to host a public display of photos
and other materials from Onizuka,
Hom said.

The city worked with lowincome hous-
ing providers MidPen Housing and
Charities Housing to trade the Onizuka
land for space at the former National
Guard Armory on Maude Avenue. The
city hasn't decided what to do with its
remaining 4.6 acres, although it could
be used for a hotel or playing fields,
Hom said.

Blue Cube demolition will extend
through next week, contractor Murray
said. After that, one of Silicon Valley's
most distinctive landmarks will have
gone the way of the orchards that
once blossomed throughout the area.

Littoral Combat Ships

WASHINGTON, March 10, 2014 The
U.S. Navy has issued a Lockheed Mar-
tinded industry team a $698.9 million
contract modification to add funding

for construction of two Littoral Combat
Ships (LCSP the seventh and eighth

in a 10-ship contract awarded in De-
cember 2010.

The contract modification is for con-
struction of Indianapolis (LCS 17) and
LCS 19, yet to be named. The first ship
on this 2010 contract, the USS Milwau-

kee (LCS 5), was christened and
(Continued on page5)
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launched in 2013, and is undergoing
trials before delivery to the Navy in
2015. The future USS Detroit (LCS 7)
will be christened and launched later
this year. Little Rock (LCS 9), Sioux City
(LCS 11) and Wichita (LCS 13) are all
in various stages of construction, and
Billings (LCS 15) will begin construc-
tion this year.

USS Fort Worth, the second Freedentass Litto-

ral Combat Ship (LCS), was delivered two months
early to the U.S. Navy. Here, it operates off the
coast of San Diego in November 2013, from
where it will depart later this year for its first
deployment.

0Our industry
U.S. Navyds
gram as we continue down the learn-
ing curve to make these ships more
capable and more
Joe North, vice president of Littoral
Ship Systems at
Mission Systems and Training busi-
ness. o0Wedl I C odn-t i
class, cost effective ships for the Navy,
supporting its need to defeat littoral
threats and provide maritime access in
critical water ways

Marinette Marine Corporation, a Fin-
cantieri company, is building the ships
in Marinette, Wis., with naval architect
Gibbs & Cox of Arlington, Va., providing
engineering support. Fincantieri has
invested more than $74 million in the
Marinette facility on upgrades that
have increased efficiency and mini-
mized energy consumption, an expan-
sion that will allow for construction of
more than two ships at a time, and
process improvements that will speed

up production.
Nearly 900 suppliers across 43 states

'[eamné?I
confideff
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are contributing to the Freedomclass
LCS program.

Weapons Grade Fiber Laser

BOTHELL, Wash., April 24, 2018 The
U.S. Army has awarded Lockheed Mar-
tin [NYSE: LMT] a $25 million contract
to design, build and test a 60kilowatt
electric laser to be integrated and test-
ed in a truck-mounted weapon system
demonstrator. The laser weapon is
designed to significantly improve the
warfighters®6 abili.i
artillery, mortars and unmanned aerial
threats.

Under a contract managed by the U.S.
Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mandd&és Technical
heed Martinprovided laser will be inte-
grated on the High Energy Laser Mo-
bile Demonstrator (HEL MD). This rug-
gedized laser builds on the corpora-
tionds work wunder
Electric Laser Initiative (RELI) contract
for the Army.

oLockheed Martin
vance its highenergy fiber laser tech-
to %r%vipeaatpr ven, §ﬁﬂr%able
én arcthec rf that su ts
slize, weight, and power constraints our
customers face, 6

S

ers in the market and can bring
tremendous value to the Army and
other military

corporationos
implements multiple compact, rugged
fiber laser modules to generate a high
power output beam with excellent
beam quality and high electrical effi-
ciency. A unique spectral beam com-
bining process is used to combine
many fiber lasers into a single beam of
light that retains the high beam quality
of the individual fiber modules while

reaching the 60 kilowatt mark.

Earlier this year, Lockheed Martin an-
nounced it had demonstrated a 30
kilowatt fiber laser, the highest power
ever documented while retaining

C

e

S &
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beam quality and electrical efficiency.
The internally funded research and
development demonstration was
achieved by combining many fiber la-
sers into a single, neaperfect quality
beam of lightfiall while using approxi-
mately 50 percent less electricity than
alternative solid-state laser technolo-
gies.

This successful demonstration marked
a significant milestone on the path to
deploying a missionrelevant laser

V\Yeap n syst%rﬂ fdr'h (Nigerranée%fcaiiﬁ ets

land and sea military platforms.

Lockheed Martin has specialized in
directed energy laser weapon system

dﬁveloppentf r h%pa%t 30 years and
purEhgsed Acdiightn 2608 & further

strengthen its offerings at every levdi
from pioneering research to solid pro-
totyping and flexible manufacturing.

. d | éo&khemj&/l?rt{n ,IAcHli%htSBludﬁﬁerS )
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Apr 10 Individual Duplicate 1st Place
0 (tie) Ted Hinshaw and Chuck
Schmidt , 3rd Place- Dave Him-

c u s t meklaur agd 4¢h Placed Angie Schyn-
efflectric

| aser
Apr 3 - Pairs Duplicate 1st Place-
Dave Topak & Dave Himmelblau and
2nd Place- Gary Bea & Chuck
Schmidt.

Apr 840 Individual Duplicate 1st Place
0 Chuck Schmidt, 2nd Placed Alex
Fucile, 3rd Placed (tie) Doug Gordon
and Dave Topak.

Apr 10 -No Game.
Apr 15 - No Game.
Apr 178 Pairs Duplicate 1t Place-Ted

(Continued on pages)
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Hinshaw & Chet Hayes and 2nd Place
- Dave Himmelblau & Dave Topak.

Apr 22 - Pairs Duplicate- 1st Place -
Ted Hinshaw & Bob Vigeant and 2nd
Place 6 Roger Abegg & Doug Gordon.

Apr 24 - Pairs Duplicated 1st Place -
Gary Bea & Chuck Schmidt and 2nd
Place o (tie) Roger Abegg & Doug Gor-
don, Himmelblau & Dave Topak, and
Ted Hinshaw & Bob Vigeant

Apr 29 - Pairs Duplicated 1st Place -
Gary Bea and Chuck Schmidt and 2nd
Place - Doug Gordon & Angie Schynert.

April Luncheon Pictures




